




Notice of Preparation/Notice of Public Scoping Meeting 
for a Draft Environmental Impact Report for the 

Providence Saint John’s Health Center Phase II Project 
 

 
CITY OF SANTA MONICA 
CITY PLANNING DIVISION 

1685 MAIN STREET, ROOM 212 
SANTA MONICA, CA  90401 

 
NOTICE OF PREPARATION/NOTICE OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING 

FOR A DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR THE 
PROVIDENCE SAINT JOHN’S HEALTH CENTER PHASE II PROJECT 

 
DATE:  April 10, 2017 
 
TO:  State Clearinghouse, Responsible Agencies, Trustee Agencies, Organizations and 

Interested Parties 
 
LEAD AGENCY: City of Santa Monica 
 City Planning Division 
 1685 Main Street, Room 212 
 Santa Monica, California  90407 
 Contact:  Rachel Kwok, Environmental Planner 
 Phone:  (310) 458-8341 
 
The City of Santa Monica (City) intends to prepare an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the proposed 
Providence Saint John’s Health Center Phase II Project (the proposed project).  In accordance with 
Section 15082 of the State CEQA Guidelines, the City has prepared this Notice of Preparation to provide the 
public, Responsible Agencies, and other interested parties with information describing the proposed project 
and its potential environmental effects.  The EIR will address the proposed project’s potentially significant 
effects in the following environmental issue areas:  
 

 Aesthetics and Shade/Shadows  Noise 
 Air Quality  Population Housing 
 Construction Effects  Public Services 
 Geology/Soils  Transportation/Circulation 
 Greenhouse Gas Emissions  Utilities 
 Hazards and Hazardous Materials  Mandatory Findings of Significance 
 Land Use and Planning  

  
PROJECT APPLICANT:  Providence Saint John’s Health Center 
    
PROJECT LOCATION AND EXISTING ONSITE USES:  The campus of Providence Saint John’s Health 
Center is located in Santa Monica’s Mid-City Neighborhood in an area bounded by Arizona Avenue to the 
north, Broadway to the south, 20th Street to the west and 23rd Street to the east as shown on Figure 1.  
The project sites are located both north and south of Santa Monica Boulevard as shown on Figure 2 and 
described as follows: 
 
North Campus 
 

 Site 2C, located along Santa Monica Boulevard to the west of the existing Entry Plaza.  Site 2C is 
currently improved with a surface parking lot that is used for valet parking.  

 Site 2D/2E, located on the northwest corner of Santa Monica Boulevard and 23rd Street (to the 
east of the existing Entry Plaza).  Site 2D/E is currently improved with a surface parking lot and 
the former U.S. bank building/current Saint John’s Health Center Foundation building at 2221 
Santa Monica Boulevard.    
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 Site 2I, located along 20th Street midblock (1339 20th Street) between the existing medical office 
building located at 2001 Santa Monica Boulevard and the existing medical office building located 
at 1301 20th Street.  Site 2I is currently improved with the Child and Family Development Center). 
 

South Campus 
 

 The South Campus project sites include a total land area of 225,550 SF (approximately 5.17 
acres) located on both sides of 21st Street between Santa Monica Boulevard on the north and 
Broadway on the south as shown on Figure 2.  The South Campus is currently improved with 
surface parking lots, the John Wayne Cancer Institute, a vacant 10-unit residential building 
located at 1417-1423 21st Street, and temporary buildings housing magnetic resonance imaging 
facilities. 

     
PROJECT DESCRIPTION:  The Phase II Master Plan will establish the basic parameters guiding 
Providence development of the Phase II Project, including, without limitation: (a) building placement, 
(b) heights for all buildings, (c) setbacks for all buildings, (d) stepbacks for all buildings, (e) parking (both 
subterranean and above-grade), (f) location of uses, (g) vehicular and pedestrian circulation, (h) open space 
and (i) a Phase II Project phasing plan.   
 
The existing buildings/improvements proposed to be demolished/removed as part of the Phase II Master Plan 
are identified on Figure 2.  These consist of (i) the existing Child and Family Development Center (“CFDC”), 
(ii) the existing MRI Facility (“MRI”), (iii) the existing Saint John’s Health Center Foundation building (“SJF”), 
(iv) the existing John Wayne Cancer Institute (“JWCI”), and (v) the vacant 10-unit residential building (“RB”).   
 
As illustrated in Figure 3, the Phase II Master Plan includes the following uses to be located in ten new 
buildings:  Hospital/Health Care, Medical Research Facilities (including a new facility for the John Wayne 
Cancer Institute), new Child & Family Development Center, Day Care, Health & Wellness Center, Education 
& Conference Center, Visitor Housing, 10 replacement residential apartment units, as well as opportunities 
for Health-Related Services, Neighborhood Commercial Uses and Restaurants/Cafés.  Figure 3 also shows 
the proposed building heights for the ten new buildings proposed as part of Phase II, and also depicts the 
proposed building footprints (including above-grade pedestrian connections between buildings), and 
proposed open space locations.  
 
Additionally, the Phase II Master Plan proposes to build two new north-south streets (20th Place and 22nd 
Street) on the South Campus connecting Santa Monica Boulevard with Broadway, a new east-west street on 
the South Campus connecting 21st Street and the new 20th Place, and to vacate the northern portion of 21st 
Street between Santa Monica Boulevard and Broadway.  Figure 4 depicts the proposed streets, traffic 
signals, and driveways.    
 
Subterranean parking is proposed beneath each of the Phase II development sites. In addition, on North 
Campus Site 2I, an above and below-grade parking structure is proposed. Figure 4 also shows the locations 
of proposed above-grade and subterranean parking. In addition to the above-grade connections for 
pedestrians shown in Figure 3 (including an enclosed pedestrian walkway above Santa Monica Boulevard for 
use by patients and caregivers), below-grade connections are proposed for vehicle circulation between 
various subterranean garages (including under Santa Monica Boulevard) and the transfer of 
materials/supplies between buildings as shown on Figure 4.   
 
The Phase II Master Plan is proposed to be implemented gradually over 20 years.  The applicant 
contemplates that the applications for these 10 new buildings and related improvements will be submitted in 
sequence (i.e., in Stages A through E) after approval of the Phase II Master Plan as detailed in Figure 5.  The 
applicant may, as an alternative, elect to pursue Stage C as the first stage of Phase II.  In such event, the 
time limits to have applications deemed complete for other Stages, as provided in Figure 5, may be adjusted 
accordingly. The total development contemplated under the Phase II Project is summarized in Figure 6.  It is 
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also anticipated that the Phase II Project Master Plan will require an amendment to the Hospital Area Specific 
Plan.   
 
REVIEW PERIOD:  As specified by the State CEQA Guidelines, this Notice of Preparation will be circulated 
for a minimum 30-day review period.  Please go to the City’s webpage 
https://www.smgov.net/Departments/PCD/Environmental-Reports/St-Johns-Health-Center-EIR/ for the NOP 
and associated project info. The City welcomes agency and public input during this period regarding the 
scope and content of environmental information related to your agency’s responsibility that must be included 
in the Draft EIR. Comments may be submitted, in writing, by 5:30 p.m. on May 11, 2017 and addressed 
to: 
 

Rachel Kwok, Environmental Planner 
City Planning Division 

1685 Main Street, Room 212 
Santa Monica, California 90407 

Telephone: (310) 458-8341 
E-mail: rachel.kwok@smgov.net 

 
PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING: A public scoping meeting in an open house format will be held to describe 
the proposed project, the environmental review process, and to receive public comments on the scope of 
the EIR. The meeting will be held at the following date and location: 
 

6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  
Monday, April 24, 2017 

McKinley Elementary School (Auditorium) 
2401 Santa Monica Boulevard 

Santa Monica, CA 90404 
 
The City will consider all comments, written and oral, in determining the final scope of the evaluation to be 
included in the EIR. 
 
ESPAÑOL: Esto es noticia para la preparación de un informe que describa los posibles efectos 
ambientales en referencia a la construcción propuesta de un plan maestro de hospital, que puede ser de 
su interés. Para más información, llame a Carmen Gutierrez al (310) 458-8341 
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Figure 2
Phase II Project Area

SOURCE: Perkins Eastman, 2017
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Figure 3
Phase II Site Plan

SOURCE: Perkins Eastman, 2017
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Figure 4
Phase II Circulation and Parking

SOURCE: Perkins Eastman, 2017
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Figure 5
Phase II Implementation

SOURCE: Perkins Eastman, 2017
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Figure 6
Phase II Development Summary

SOURCE: Perkins Eastman, 2017
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